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Dear Parents, 

The Lanterns Team would like to welcome back all our parents and children back to 

Lanterns, which has actually been a calm and positive week, with all the children settling in 

well, with the weather on our side which has been a great help. It has been lovely seeing all 

the children welcome each other back and picking up their friendships again and enjoying 

each other’s company.  

I would like to thank all parents for following our new Covid-19 rules and regulations, but I 

must remind all parents that masks must be worn by all parents in the building when 

dropping off and picking up, which must cover the nose and mouth. Some parents are 

wearing the masks only covering the mouth so please ensure you do wear the mask 

correctly. Everyone must do their part, to ensure we all keep safe as we possibly can. 

With regards to the hand sanitiser in reception, it may not be everyone’s choice of hand 

sanitiser, but it must be used by every parent when entering the premises. Any arguments 

over this and parents will be refused access through to their child's area.  

As you all know, Lanterns extended the garden before lockdown with new thick grass laid 

which has been a terrific asset to the children at this time, and we are certainly making great 

use of this area at present as a main part of the time-table. Please ensure you bring sun 

cream for your child to keep in their lockers.  The staff are running timetables of activities as 

usual as best they can and adapting where necessary. We also had a tap for water play put 

into the garden before the lockdown, so this has also been so much easier now we are back 

to give children shallow paddling pools, learning about water, emptying and filling and doing 

all those fun games you can do in an outside area.  

The one thing Lanterns does have is space which makes it easy for us to follow the 

government regulations of children spending lots of time outside in fresh air, learning and 

playing in their bubble groups and not really noticing too much change to keep them happy, 

safe and enjoying their day.  

We apologise our Virgin Media telephone lines were not working this week just to add to 

the stress of opening the school, but by Thursday they had got their act together and re-
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connected us and everything is now working. Thank you to everyone understanding this 

issue and staying calm, and I think most parents did manage to make contact with us to 

check on their children during the day.  

The educational authorities have stated that parents should not bring spare clothes in every 

day, so could all parents please bring in lots of spare clothes to last a week and then replace 

them on a weekly basis rather than a daily basis, which we really need with the children 

having more outside playtime. 

Finally, I would like to add that after 3 months of lockdown and all staff furloughed the 

office is absolutely inundated with work trying to catch up with approx 700 accounts of the 

Nursery and Ballet School, enormous amount of telephone calls, thousands of emails and a 

ridiculous amount of mail so patience would be appreciated at this time and a near normal 

service should be resumed by XMAS!!!!! 

Once again, thank you all for your support and do check out our new Lanterns Arts Nursery 

Instagram page. 

 

 

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 

 


