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August Newsletter 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Lanterns is really settling down now to ‘normal’ life, whatever is the new normal we are 
supposed to be adapting to, with the dreaded mask still not something one naturally walks 
out the front door with every morning. The amount of times I arrive at the shops, train, 
tube, and cafés without one is very frustrating, and we seem to be selling quite a lot of them 
at reception! One can blame everyone for forgetting it, but I think it just has not become a 
habit yet.  

August seems to be giving us some fabulous weather, slightly making up for all our cancelled 
holidays, with car roof racks, bike racks, tow fittings becoming the most needed garage 
parts sold this Summer. Parents have been highly recommending the New Forest, Boat 
Holidays, Scotland, and the Isle of Wight. Nothing better than messing about on the water! 

We are beginning to have our show rounds of the nursery again, but only one parent per 
booking fully masked, taking place at 10.00am when the children are busy with their 
activities which is proving successful. We are no longer offering midday show rounds with 
the children asleep, as this was rather disruptive for staff putting the children to sleep and 
did not offer prospective parents a proper viewing of the school with the timetable in 
action. Thank you for parents’ feedback on this matter, which was unanimous that parents 
would like to have seen the school in action when looking around the Nursery. 

We are aware that some parents are questioning and requesting their children to now go up 
to the room due to their age and development, which we are now in the process of doing as 
we have been informed that there is now a slight relaxation of the bubbles we had to keep 
to when we first opened.  This has to be done slowly due to the amount of children due to 
be moved up, but their learning and development is not being affected in any way while 
they are waiting to move up due to the fact we still have small groups of children in August 
who are being taught virtually on a one to one. Please be patient as the Company 
Coordinator is currently collecting assessments, parents’ authorisation and sorting out all 
settling in which we have changed to 2-3 days of settling in instead of 2 weeks which is 
currently working well.  



 

If some children need longer then of course we will extend the settling in process. We are 
still not able to use play dough or sand, but we are certainly making good use of all other 
equipment, especially water and garden play. Please ensure your child is sun creamed 
before coming to Nursery and leave sun cream in your child’s locker.  

With regards to the menu which now also offers a vegan option, we have been introducing 
the children to a much fuller menu with lots of new foods to try, different textures and 
tastes, colours, and a great deal to talk about at the meal table. This has also been very 
successful, and you will now find the weekly menu on the Parent Zone on the nursery 
website to view at your convenience. 

Lanterns Nursery Website has been going through an overhaul and now has a Parents Zone 
(PASSWORD – lanterns234) with lots of new hubs which we are now starting to fill up. 
Important policies, newsletters, menu, places of interest for parents to visit, EYFS 
information, illness and medication, recipes etc and of course anything parents might want 
to share and put on any of the hubs that would be of interest to other parents. We really 
hope you will enjoy our Parents Zone and hope to fill up the hubs as soon as we can. 

DON’T FORGET to also check out the new Nursery Instagram page (@lanternsartsnursery) to 
see what the children and staff are doing every day.  

Lanterns School of the Performing Arts will be reopening from Monday 7th September 2020, 
with classes taking place in our Theatre on the first floor. Parents of the Nursery who also 
attend the Ballet School will be receiving letters shortly, with our Covid-19 policies and our 
new rules and regulations for all pupils attending classes. 

Please remember to continue to follow our Nursery Covid-19 policies and ONLY enter the 
building with a face mask as a small reminder and use the hand sanitiser in reception.  

 

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 

 


