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October/November Newsletter 2020 

Dear Parents, 

The current news on most media platforms are informing us that we are yet again moving 
towards a difficult time during the Autumn and Winter months, with certain lockdowns 
taking place all over the UK, but it seems that Schools and Nurseries and Educational 
Establishments are able to remain open. Lanterns Arts & Educational Nursey will be 
remaining open with no changes at present, and as we have many key worker parents, 
Lanterns will be able to stay open during any future lockdowns as long as the government is 
allowing us to do so. 

All parents must continue to follow our rules and regulations and Covid-19 guidelines, and 
please ensure you do not bring your child to nursery if they have a cough, high temperature, 
stomach bug and all the usual childhood illness during the winter months, as your child will 
be refused access or sent home. We are having to remain harsh on this ruling, to ensure the 
nursery remains safe and open to everyone.  If you are suspicious of your child, you or a 
member of your family having any symptoms or signs of Covid-19 you must contact the 
nursery informing us of this, seek an immediate Covid-19 test and inform the nursery of the 
results. At present we are still Covid-19 free and sanitising the building at all times but to 
ensure we continue in this way everyone must do their part by wearing a mask covering the 
nose and mouth, siblings to wait in reception when collecting your child, sanitising your 
hands when entering the building, and keeping a distance from other parents where 
possible.   

Sadly, we have had to cancel our whole events calendar for 2020, but you will find on our 
website and news boards a new 2021 calendar and we are hoping to celebrate these 
occasions in various ways with our thinking hats on to try and ensure we can offer our 
parents access in some way to the lovely events that take place throughout the year, 
bringing everyone together to meet each other, make friends, discuss their child’s progress 
and be involved in the nursery as we have always offered, and these events have always 
proved to be extremely successful. It seems amazing that we are already making snowflakes 
and winter notice boards, that we have just recently taken down and in a few months time 
we will all realise that Covid-19 has been with us for nearly a year already!  



 

Time passes so quickly, and summer went with a blink of an eye, but Lanterns will try to 
make the coming winter months an exciting one for the children in our care, and all our 
lovely parents who have been supporting us throughout such a difficult time. We are feeling 
very positive and will all be hanging up our stockings at the end of the year which will 
hopefully be filled with all the goodies we are wishing for which at present for us is to keep 
sailing, staying afloat and riding out the storm. Keeping safe is one of our main Christmas 
wishes for everyone.  

The parents zone (password: lanterns234) on our website is beginning to fill up, and we 
have added a ‘Parents Comments and Suggestion’ page which we hope will be full of 
positive ideas, suggestions and parent help towards making Lanterns improve and develop. 
This will offer parents a way of feeling included and a part of their child’s nursery life, and 
enjoy being involved further in creating what we feel is a lovely environment with lots of 
space and interesting areas for children to explore, learn and spend their young nursery life 
in with their friends. 

Lanterns would very much like to offer more I.T to the children in the way of having iPads in 
the school, but at present we are not in a position to afford this type of equipment. We 
would like to ask if there are any parents who would be able to give us an introduction to an 
I.T company, or offer ideas of fundraising to raise the money to achieve this aim, as we 
would very much like to offer an I.T programme on our timetable to our 2-5 year olds. If any 
parent could help with this idea or be involved, please do not hesitate to contact me or 
Charlene at the nursery.  

It has been really lovely to have some of our nursery children now joining Lanterns School of 
the Performing Arts, and I would like to welcome all those parents who manage to get up 
early on a Saturday morning after a long week and bring their child to dancing, which I have 
to say the children are so enjoying. They have all settled in and dance around the studio like 
real little ballerinas and ‘Albert’ our only prince in the room thoroughly enjoys partnering all 
the little ballet dancers. The only problem is that we use a lot of props such as butterfly and 
fairy wings, wands, coloured scarfs, feathers, ribbon sticks, hats etc which proves to be 
extremely difficult to collect from the children at the end of the exercises which they are not 
willing to give back and leads to many screaming fits. I have found the way around this 
problem with children so young, that if parents buy these props for the home to play with, 
they are more than willing to move on from each exercise giving the props back and sharing 
them. Do not assume if you hear their ‘sweet, dulcet tones’ echoing down the stair case that 
they are not happy to be in the class which they are, and it is just a problem at present to 
teach them that dance class on Saturdays is not the same as nursery, and the props we use 
are handed back in after each exercise, and they must learn to share with their friends.  
They do learn this eventually after a few classes, and they get used to the class structure 
and settle down to learning dance.  

Once again thank you for all your support and check out our Lanterns Arts Nursery 
Instagram page which is ‘lanternsartsnursery’.   

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 

 


