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November/December Newsletter 2020 

Dear Parents, 

As you can see from the Nursery Instagram photographs Lanterns has been able to 
celebrate certain calendar events inhouse with the children, and one of these events which 
was highly successful was Halloween. We would like to thank all parents who made such an 
effort to send their children into nursery with such lovely costumes and although we are not 
able to put every child onto Instagram due to parents requests we would like to say that all 
parents efforts have been noted with such a lovely turn out of children in Halloween 
costumes and our staff who also backed the event by dressing up and taking part in the 
day’s activities. What a lovely set of witches we had in Lanterns Nursery on that day, thank 
you to everyone. 

Due to the cancellation of our yearly Christmas party event due to Covid-19 who has 
wrecked all of our calendar events this year we have decided that Christmas celebrations 
will be going ahead in the children’s rooms with a Christmas tea but sadly we are unable to 
invite our lovely parents to join us. This event will take place on Wednesday 9th December 
2020 so please put that date into your calendar and if you could send your child in Christmas 
fancy dress or partywear we would be very grateful and we will of course be taking 
photographs of this event for all parents to see not only on Instagram but they will be 
displayed on a notice board in the nursery corridor. We are hoping this will be the last 
cancelled event and we have now uploaded our 2021 Events Calendar in our parents’ zone 
on our nursery website. Fingers crossed that a vaccination will be successful, mouthwash 
has been suggested to kill the virus or any other hopeful methods that might take us out of 
this horrendous pandemic which is affecting all of our lives. We would like to keep our 
yearly tradition of allowing parents to provide a small gift for their child for their Christmas 
party and as Santa Claus will be visiting on this day, please drop off your present to 
Reception by Friday 4th December as we will need to give all gifts a minimum 3 days 
clearance according to Covid-19 rules before handing them out. Please be aware that 99% 
of our parents usually provide a gift for their child and we would not want  to see any of the 
children go without and watch other children open theirs, so please do inform us if you are 
not going to provide a gift.  



 

Lanterns decided to get into the Christmas spirit early (on Charlene’s request), and put our 
extremely large Christmas tree up in Reception, which would probably look better in the 
Royal Albert Hall to help everyone feel that festive season approaching. We have also had 
one of our lovely Year 3 parents organise a ‘Christmas Hamper Raffle’ which will be drawn 
on Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 11th December 2020 with all money raised going 
towards Lanterns I.T Computer Project. I am happy to inform you that we have already 
raised funding from a parent who wishes to remain anonymous and it is hoped we will raise 
enough money to buy a second iPad which will lead us to starting our computer room for 
the children at Lanterns. These apple iPads cost £329 approx. per iPad which really will be 
an exciting new venture, especially for children who have no access to computers at home. 

We would like to inform all parents that Ms Theresa Totton is now the new Room Manager 
of Year 2 and we would like to welcome back Ms Sobia Iqbal Rana who has worked for us for 
many years, and has now returned to take up the post of Deputy Room Manager in Year 2. 
We have had to sadly say goodbye to Shirley who was the Room Manager of Year 2 for 
eleven years, and we do wish her and all the staff who have left us the best of luck for the 
future.  

We are in the process of revisiting the School timetable for each room to allow the children 
to use other areas of the school apart from their rooms i.e. Softplay Room, Dance Studio 
and Gallery etc. which will have a strict Covid-19 disinfectant spray after each room use to 
enable Lanterns to return to its previous operating timetable. We have already reintroduced 
sand, water, and paint but we will be leaving play dough to a later date. We are also 
considering reintroducing the weekly cooking workshops for Year 2 and Year 3 which we 
hope to be fully operating again in January 2021. We currently have a spray machine which 
disinfects all areas without damaging any equipment, dries very quickly and we use a 
specialised nursery disinfectant which we feel would solve the problem of restricting the 
children from certain areas. The whole ethos behind Lanterns is to give children and staff as 
much space as possible, fresh air in the garden, and a variety of rooms to use throughout 
the day to cover all their areas of learning.  

After a few requests from parents for copies of photographs on the nursery Instagram, 
Charlene is quite happy to forward photographs by email to parents, as long she is not 
sitting all day sending photographs and her email doesn’t become an endless list of requests 
which would become too much of a demand on her as the Nursery Deputy Manager. Please 
use coordinator@lanternsartnursery.co.uk but this email address must only be used for 
photograph requests and all other emails must be directed to the main nursery office as 
usual which is nursery@lanterns-arts.co.uk. 

Once again thank you for all your support and check out our Lanterns Arts Nursery 
Instagram page which is ‘lanternsartsnursery’.   

 

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 
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