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December 2020/January 2021 Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

The Lanterns Arts & Educational Nursery will be closing for the Christmas and New Year 
holiday on 23rd December 2020 at 6:15pm and will reopen on Monday 4th January 2021. 
After a considerably difficult and unpredictable 2020 the Nursery, Performing Art School 
and Lanterns Studio Theatre has so far survived the pandemic with the support of our 
parents, sponsors and wonderful helpers who have done everything possible to keep us all 
going and I cannot fault the fantastic staff team at Lanterns who continue to put in nothing 
but 100% enthusiasm, effort, care and creativity as you are no doubt, watching on the 
nursery Instagram with the Christmas party, Christmas Jumper day, Halloween, and all the 
events we have been desperately trying to put on for the children. We hope to return to our 
usual calendar of events in 2021 to include our parents, guests and visitors. Once again 
thank you all for your support for sending your child into Nursery with all their partywear, 
costumes, donations and help in so many ways. 

One of the events which was very successful was the Nursery Christmas Jumper Day which 
raised £210.40 and also our Christmas raffle which was so kindly put together by a parent in 
Year 3 who has offered to be one of the Lanterns Fundraisers, and we would very much like 
to thank her for the lovely hamper which was raffled on Jumper Day and was won by one of 
our Nursery parents. The raffle raised £125 which will be put towards our I.T fund, which we 
hope will soon be enough to buy two Apple iPads at £329 approx each. This will be our next 
project we will be giving full attention to in the new year.  

All the children of the school are now enjoying the new mud kitchen equipment and the 
lovely loft house with the new steps that have finally arrived after six months, and has 
become a main feature and play area with the children. Our aim is to create a more natural, 
inviting, and creative garden area, which we are so lucky to have in the Docklands area and 
has been a major support to us during the pandemic with the children having access to fresh 
air throughout the day. This is an ongoing project as we search for more natural resources 
for the children to play and work with.  



 

The Nursery Timetable has now returned to its normal with a great many covid-19 cleans 
taking place throughout the day, as we felt it was extremely important for the children to 
remain in their bubbles but start using all the space we have in the nursery again. This is 
being done with great care and the team are so much happier to be able to deliver a busy 
timetable again. The children are also more than happy to have their timetable back in 
working order again.  

We would like to inform all parents that there was a spelling error with the coordinator’s 
email address in the last newsletter, so please note the correct email is as follows 
coordinator@lanternsartsnursery.co.uk. With regards to photographs on the Instagram I 
would like to point out we do not exclude any child from group photographs and usually 
always take group photographs with the children allowed on the Instagram and website and 
take additional photographs of all children in the group.  The photographs on the Instagram 
are usually always taken of children who are busy doing their activities and not always 
aware of a photograph being taken and we do not do daily photoshoots, unless it is a special 
event such as Christmas. I am constantly being emailed regarding the Instagram using the 
same children in the photographs, which would be happening as we only use photographs 
that parents have agreed their child can used on social media which is not many. Therefore, 
you would only be seeing the same children on the Instagram, but what we are actually 
trying to show is the children’s activities, and giving parents an insight to their child’s daily 
timetable. It is difficult for parents to see what actually is going on in a nursery, so this gives 
everyone a window to a child’s day at Lanterns Nursery, and helps parents feel more 
confident while at work with what their child is doing during the day. 

I would like to remind all parents to please adjust their nursery fees direct debits, standing 
orders, government national saving scheme etc that the fees have been increased from 
January 2021. Please refer to your invoice for January 2021. I would also like to remind all 
parents that a one months’ notice in writing must be given according to our terms and 
conditions if your child is leaving the nursery, and your deposit MUST NOT be deducted 
from your final invoice.  

Lanterns would like to wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year and let us hope 2021 is certainly better than the previous one, and we can all look 
forward to a bit more normality in our lives. With the Brexit around the corner perhaps we 
all need a good holiday to prepare us for what comes next to add to this confusing, 
unpredictable, and chaotic world, and Lanterns will continue to offer a stable, happy, 
inviting, caring, and loving environment for the children which is what we as a team try to 
do everyday to give the children the normality they need.  

Once again thank you for all your support and check out our Lanterns Arts Nursery 
Instagram page which is ‘lanternsartsnursery’ and do also take a look at our websites 
www.lanternsartsnursery.co.uk, www.lanternsschooloftheperformingarts.co.uk, 
www.lanternstudiotheatre.co.uk.  

 

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 
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