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January/February Newsletter 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Lanterns would like to wish all our parents and families a very ‘Happy New Year’ and hope 
you all had a lovely Christmas break that might have been a little different than planned 
with the continual pandemic and although we are all in the same storm, we are not in the 
same boat, we must all continue to fight this pandemic, consider others, and continue in the 
best way we can. 

We are starting 2021 at Lanterns in a positive and progressive mood, and we certainly have 
very positive, energetic and creative children with us every day which gives us that little bit 
of normality and fun throughout the day. Even though we are still following our extremely 
strict Covid-19 Policy of keeping everybody safe, we would appreciate it if parents continue 
to wear masks covering the nose and mouth when entering and the duration of being in the 
building. Please ensure that if your child has any signs of a cold or Covid-19 symptoms DO 
NOT bring your child to Nursery. This includes parents who begin to show, or you become 
aware of a cold starting or Covid-19 symptoms, you should NOT be bringing your child to 
Nursery School. Testing centres are everywhere now and is vital your child and family are 
tested, and you follow the appropriate quarantine rules before returning to Lanterns. We 
are grateful that all parents are following the right guidelines, and this is keeping Lanterns 
Covid-19 free and everybody safe since the pandemic started. We must all do our part and 
keep the Nursery safe, so please continue to do so.  

I am sorry to inform you that yet again we will be needing to cancel our first event of the 
year ‘Baby School Tea Party’ and possibly the next few planned events, but what we have 
decided to do is to only postpone these events to when the restrictions of the National 
Lockdown are lifted, and London returns to a lower Government tier when we would be 
allowed to hold such events.  

I would like to ask all parents that we would be very grateful if you could bring in any 
Christmas cards that you longer wish to keep (just the front cover) for our Art Gallery for the 
children.  



 

If you drop these to Reception, we would be grateful where they will remain in a bag for 3 
days before being given to the Gallery area, following Covid-19 rules and regulations with 
items being brought in from parent’s homes. This is always highly successful with the 
children as Christmas cards are extremely beautiful these days and can be used for all sorts 
of projects in the School.  

With the winter weather now fully upon us some children are coming to Nursery in rather 
inappropriate clothes that give warmth and comfort in the cold weather, which includes 
coats that are not warm enough for children to wear in the garden and footwear that is also 
not appropriate for the wet ground. We do like the children who are walking to have a 
breath of fresh air and play outside as usual if it is not raining but sandals, cloth shoes and 
very thin coats, no hats or gloves is enough to put any child off from wanting to go outside 
to play. Any parents wishing to provide wellingtons would be very appropriate and gloves 
attached to a ribbon through the coat would save these items getting lost. A woolly hat 
would certainly please many of the children in the school. Please DO NOT bring your child 
into Nursery in dressing up clothes, even if you have to deal with a totally screaming child in 
meltdown, these clothes are too cold for this time of year. 

We have decided to keep the children’s post box in Reception which has become an 
extremely loved item of the School, which will be used throughout the year for parents 
wishing to post party invites, even if on Zoom,  children’s letter to each other, special 
events, birthday cards which will be very useful to encourage the older children to practice 
their writing skills, letter and number formation and generally to encourage them to 
understand the process of writing a letter and receiving one back. We have had some really 
lovely letters to Santa, and Charlene ensured every child had a super return letter back 
which the children of the Nursery and Performing Art School were delighted with. We would 
like to thank Charlene for this wonderful idea at Christmas of sending a letter to Santa and 
we now have a very lovely solid iron, prized possession, very red post box which we are very 
proud of. We find that these days we are ecstatic and close to hysteria over the smallest 
things that end up meaning the most to us which definitely is the case with our very Harry 
Potter magical post box. One has to keep believing in fairies and magic in these difficult 
times to survive, and keep our brains and a smile on our face when every day is a challenge 
and the unknown is just around the corner. 

We would like to welcome our new parents to Lanterns Arts & Educational Nursery and 
once again thank you for all your support and check out our Lanterns Arts Nursery 
Instagram page which is ‘lanternsartsnursery’ and do also take a look at our websites 
www.lanternsartsnursery.co.uk, www.lanternsschooloftheperformingarts.co.uk, 
www.lanternstudiotheatre.co.uk.  

 

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 
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