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February/March Newsletter 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Lanterns has certainly had one of those years and last few months we would preferably not 
want repeated, with not only the pandemic raging through the U.K and the world all over, 
but we have had to suffer a full breakdown as you know of the central heating system, our 
two main water tanks in the roof deciding to submit to old age and leak all over our Theatre, 
freezing temperatures and the desperate need to keep the building warm for all our lovely 
children and staff in the Nursery, a radiator in the Gallery that decided to blow a hole in it 
and torrential rains bringing down our office ceilings which although sounds as though we 
should not be open, it was all contained and dealt with in the best orderly fashion we could 
with a great deal of help from our neighbouring school Riverhouse, and our local builders 
working in the area who offered immediate help to secure all water leaks which we are all 
very grateful too with these guardian angels in our hour of need. Thankfully everything is 
back to normal, and we are all just about breathing, mainly with relief, and we thank all our 
parents for being so understanding with the lack of heat at times which has all been a total 
nightmare and not what was needed after a Christmas holiday and working with the current 
world situation of Covid-19. The picture above of our lovely girls in Year 2 just about 
explains how it has been on steppingstones this past month in the Nursery.  

We all seem to be on the threshold of being told that life is about to go back to normal 
which looks like most things will be opening up, and as one politician stated late at night ‘it 
will be down to everyone’s personal risk and a survival of the fittest’ which is very worrying. 
Lanterns has decided we will be continuing our Covid-19 policy guidelines and restrictions 
such as wearing masks in the nursery at all times, sanitising hands on arrival and only one 
parent per child on the premises at any time. We felt our parents needed to be informed of 
this in case the Prime Minister states everything can now go back to normal and parents feel 
they no longer need masks, but we want to state clearly, we will be not changing our Covid-
19 policy at present.  

Although we will be working towards opening the Ballet School in the near future this will 
probably not happen until after Easter, and further details on the Ballet School for those 
children attending dance classes will be sent out shortly as soon as the announcements are 



 

made from the Prime Minister. This will also include our Events Calendar as we are waiting 
for further guidelines on clubs and social gatherings etc.  

A subject that regularly has to be dealt with is the Pram Area which yet again has become a 
problem as parents are not being very sensitive to other parents and not folding their prams 
down to allow space for all prams to be stored during the day at the nursery. We are aware 
that there is space at present and we do have majority of parents following our pram 
storage rules of folding your pram and ensuring it is left tidy and neat for other users to 
leave their prams, but this is not happening at present. Therefore, as we used to fine 
parents for not folding down their prams this will be put into effect immediately as our 
posters and information letters in the pram area not having the affect they should at 
present, so fining is our only option.   

The two events that are coming up shortly on the Events Calendar is ‘Mother’s Day’ where 
we will still be making cards and gifts etc, and also our usual Nursey Easter Party but the 
nursery has decided to keep this event inhouse with just the children as we did with our 
Christmas Party. We would like the children to be in fancy dress of their choice, and the 
classes will be organising an afternoon tea in each room consisting of party games, egg 
hunts and also parading their Easter Bonnets which they will be making during their art 
gallery workshops.  We are hoping to be restarting our Events Calendar with a Mothers and 
Fathers Afternoon Tea on 18th June (fingers crossed and of course according to the 
announcements to be made shortly on Covid-19 and the world returning to some sort of 
normality).  

Lanterns would be very interested in any new hobbies parents have taken up during the 
pandemic such as cooking, baking, sewing, knitting, fitness, photography, yoga etc and if any 
parent would like to share their new found skills with photographs, information etc which 
could interest other parents such as Charlene our Deputy Manager who is quietly fattening 
us up on a Monday morning with her amazing cupcakes with Ava as her assistant licking all 
the bowls and producing her own Michelin star cakes. I am sure we have some amazing 
talented parents who have been quietly working away during this pandemic with new and 
exciting interests, and Lanterns would like to produce a notice board to showcase these 
talents which we feel will show all our positive and determined and real grit to produce a 
wonderful positivity out of this dreadful world pandemic (please do send all information and 
photographs to coordinator@lanternsartsnursery.co.uk). Lanterns will always be grateful for 
the support and continued support of our parents of the school which has seen Lanterns 
through such a difficult time and allowed us to stay open and continue our project in the 
community.  

We would like to welcome our new parents to Lanterns Arts & Educational Nursery and 
once again thank you for all your support and check out our Lanterns Arts Nursery 
Instagram page which is ‘lanternsartsnursery’ and do also take a look at our websites 
www.lanternsartsnursery.co.uk, www.lanternsschooloftheperformingarts.co.uk, 
www.lanternstudiotheatre.co.uk.  

 

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 
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