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July/August Newsletter 2021 

Dear Parents, 

The holiday season is now with us and there is the odd glimmer of hope that some sort of 
normality is beginning to show itself in the UK, but of course I am sure we are all aware of 
the devastation Covid-19 is still causing in many countries and if you have family abroad, we 
do hope they are safe and well. As we have said before we cannot be too overconfident 
with this terrible virus, but we do wish you all ‘Happy Holidays’ whether you are having a 
staycation or taking the risk of travelling abroad. Lanterns has not invested in ‘rowing boats’ 
yet or ‘hot air balloons’ to bring you home, so please do keep your eyes on the news, so you 
are not making that frantic dash across the planet to get the last boat home! 

Sad to see England lost out on the last penalty in the European Football Championship, but 
it certainly gave us all the reason to shout and scream and actually feel a lot of positivity 
with the event, and I certainly feel sorry for the player that did not quite bring it home at 
the end. Interesting match, good teamwork and a chance for families to enjoy something 
together which I am sure is what we all needed, and the winning was irrelevant.  

The Lanterns team has worked so hard in this last year, and as the Director of the company I 
have to say the support they have offered the school during this terrible time of the 
pandemic has been outstanding and as brought us all to be more united than ever who have 
become like family working towards the same goals with determination, positivity, 
direction, and amazing true grit to ensure the school remained open and the children cared 
for in the same way as we have always done. The school garden is one of the best projects 
we could have ever invested in since the pandemic and although we would love to extend it 
further, we do need to keep the car park space available for parents as the large carpark is 
constantly being tightly controlled by a private parking control company who love ticketing 
Lanterns parents and seem to ignore Riverhouse who have adopted a system of park where 
you like or park in the middle of the road when collecting children from school, and certainly 
don’t seem to attract any parking fines. I do apologise to my Ballet parents on Saturdays 
who have been given a ridiculous amount of parking fines, and the traffic warden is 
obviously doing well paying his mortgage off with the number of fines he is giving out, which 
we are trying to sort out but as usual it seems to be a situation of one rule for one and one 
rule for others.  



 

Lanterns was very lucky to be able to hold a ‘Puppet Morning’ at Lanterns for the Year 2 and 
Year 3 children which the weather actually permitted, which was great fun and I am sorry 
we could not have given more notice to parents, but we were unsure if the theatre 
company using Lanterns Studio Theatre for rehearsals of a puppet show would be able to 
involve the children of the nursery. Of course, this was trial and error as I was also unsure if 
the children would be terrified of such a large puppet which was certainly not the case, and 
everyone wanted to shake her hand and be involved in the event. The puppet had been 
made by the same company who made the horse in the show ‘War Horse’, whose name was 
Amal and the story was of a refugee who was walking from Turkey to Manchester and was 
going to raise awareness of the terrible decisions and situations these refuges find 
themselves when fleeing from war countries, leaving everything behind them and trying to 
get their families to safety seen through the eyes of a child to empower refugee children 
around the globe. We do wish them luck and have thanked them for putting on such a 
lovely event for our nursery children. 

The Lanterns events calendar 2021 has sadly been non-existent which we do apologise for, 
and we are aware that many of our Preschool are graduating which should have some sort 
of recognition, and we do hope to do a small celebration with the children. Photographs will 
be taken and available for parents and we so do wish them luck in their next adventure of 
going to ‘big school’. Of course, we also wish all our parents who are leaving the best of luck 
in the future, although we will still meet many of you in the Ballet School on Saturdays.   

With regards to the potential UK Government changes that might be taking place from 19th 
July 2021, Lanterns will actually be continuing to follow all our Covid-19 rules and 
regulations which is not because we distrust the government decisions, although we are a 
little cynical in believing we can throw cares to the wind, chuck our masks over the fence, 
breath in everyone’s air without any concerns from a particular date one has to question if 
this is being a little too reckless. Lanterns main priority is to keep the children, parents and 
staff safe. We will be continuing with our staff weekly Covid testing with our Covid 
Coordinator continuing with her temperature checks, hand sanitiser, full masks, and strict 
room cleaning and sanitizing all the rooms throughout the day, until we are a little more 
confident with the government’s decisions. We hope that as much as we would all like to 
return to the state of ‘normal’ we feel that we should ‘err on the side of caution’ and gives 
as much confidence to our nursery and ballet school parents as possible. 

The picture we have used at the top of our page is a photo of our beautiful butterfly who 
continues to visit our garden and children everyday which is so lovely, and this butterfly is so 
tame and loves to land on the children heads, shoulders and hopefully soon a held-out 
hand. 

We would like to welcome our new parents to Lanterns Arts & Educational Nursery and 
once again thank you for all your support and check out our Lanterns Arts Nursery 
Instagram page which is ‘lanternsartsnursery’ and do also take a look at our websites 
www.lanternsartsnursery.co.uk, www.lanternsschooloftheperformingarts.co.uk, 
www.lanternstudiotheatre.co.uk.  

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 
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