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September/October Newsletter 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Lanterns Nursery finally managed to have one of our planned calendar events in 2021 
travelling by coach to Thorndon Country Park for the children to follow The Gruffalo Trail in 
search of the Gruffalo. This was a tremendous success still during difficult times of Covid-19 
when all our other events have had to be cancelled. The children and staff found the trip to 
be very inspiring, reconnecting to nature to lift our moods, clear the mind, play in natural 
surroundings and with the sounds of the forest animal noises, finishing with a picnic and a 
smooth return to Lanterns with everyone having enjoyed themselves. This is the first time 
we have included this visit on our calendar, and we will certainly be adding it to future 
calendars for our school trips. We hope you all loved the photographs where we tried to 
show you the wonderful day we all had at Thorndon Park, which we would highly 
recommend.  

Autumn is now upon us and the school is becoming fully decorated with Autumnal leaves. 
The Nursery will be working on many different mini projects connected to Autumn, Harvest 
and Halloween and our next planned trip is to the Science Museum which has always been 
one of the most favourite trips of the year. Of course, as the weather changes the children’s 
clothing in the nursery must also be considered, so please ensure your child is now 
beginning to get kitted out with warm outdoors coats, gloves, wellies (if you have them) and 
hats, as the children so love their garden playtime.  

You may have noticed a very large publicity poster in the reception, advertising our Lanterns 
Studio Theatre’s first Classical Ballet Evening ‘Ballet Nights’ which 
is offering a lovely programme of exciting professional 
choreographers and dancers, and Victor Emmanuel playing on 
our C9 Grand piano which was gifted to us by Sir Elton John when 
the theatre was first built. This event will take place on Saturday 
23rd October 2021 and tickets are now on sale and you can find 
more information at Reception, or scan the QR code on the large 
poster. Unfortunately, children under 5 are not allowed but some 
of our staff do babysit for parents in the nursery and this event 
looks like it will prove to be a very wonderful evening out. 



 

 

From September 1st 2021 the new Early Years Foundation Stage framework came into 
effect. While some elements of the EYFS have not significantly changed, some have and a 
few of the new key points include staff spending less time on large amounts of written work, 
which means they can spend more time supporting and engaging with the children. Children 
will no longer be assessed against statements from an age band category, instead staff will 
use their experience and knowledge to monitor if a child’s learning and development is on 
track for their age. The early learning goals at the end of reception have been changed to 
become more clear and easier to understand, staff will use their judgements to assess if the 
children have met these goals at the end of the EYFS and will inform parents. There is an 
emphasis on improving children’s language and vocabulary through increasing opportunities 
for conversations, reading of a wide range of books and holding discussions around activities 
in other areas of learning. Literacy and numeracy skills focused on in the EYFS have been 
adapted to better match up with the national curriculum that starts in year 1. Safeguarding 
and welfare of children is still a priority, with the added mention of teaching children about 
the importance of good oral health and how to keep teeth clean and healthy. To support 
your child’s learning and development at home please read stories daily and discuss the 
pictures and characters, have lots of conversations, practise counting small groups of items, 
encourage your child to make healthy choices and support them to properly brush their 
teeth morning and night. This of course does not include Babies and Year 1, as they will 
need full adult support. It is suggested that as soon as teeth start to appear parents are 
using a finger toothbrush or a soft toothbrush on their children’s teeth.  

Even though the EYFS has changed, Lanterns will be continuing with all their current 
paperwork with slight adjustments to timetables, assessments and monitoring of the 
children’s learning and development, as our system of working is very successful and is very 
liked by Ofsted. 

Lanterns said goodbye to a lot of their Year 3 children at the end of July/August who all 
went off to their new schools, which this year was Riverhouse Junior School, Green Gables 
in Wapping and Canary Wharf College Primary Schools, St Luke’s, Cubitt Town and Arnhem 
Wharf on the Isle of Dogs. One of our fathers who proudly collected his child’s profile folder 
sadly informed us that he was totally unaware that he could have had access to his child’s 
folder at any time, even though we continually inform all parents that this is possible. If a 
parent has not seen their child’s profile folder, which is how we record all the children’s 
learning and development at Lanterns, please ask the staff in your child’s area to show you 
where they are stored as these folders are meant to be a point of discussion between key 
workers and parents, and actually belong to the parents when their child leaves Lanterns. 

We would like to welcome our new parents to Lanterns Arts & Educational Nursery and 
once again thank you for all your support and check out our Lanterns Arts Nursery 
Instagram page which is ‘lanternsartsnursery’ and do also take a look at our websites 
www.lanternsartsnursery.co.uk, www.lanternsschooloftheperformingarts.co.uk, 
www.lanternstudiotheatre.co.uk.  

Janet Viola. 

Director/Manager 
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