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November/December Newsletter 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Christmas has come early to Lanterns as usual as we do like to get the full benefit of our 
enormous Christmas tree which was decorated with the help of Year 3 children. This is 
always the highlight of Lanterns enjoyed by the children of the nursery and the pupils of 
Lanterns School of the Performing Arts, and visitors always have positive comments with 
our festive end of year approach. 

Although we are yet again being threatened by another lockdown at Christmas, Lanterns 
has changed its covid-19 rules and regulations which was sent to all parents by email, but 
the one thing we are keeping is face masks which are still required when parents enter the 
building with drop off and pick up. Any parent who has not received this letter please do ask 
for a copy at reception.  

The winter weather has taken some people by surprise but it is very important that the 
children are sent in warmly dressed with coats, hats and gloves for the garden. Dressing up 
clothes for normal day wear is not appropriate, and with coughs and colds around during 
these next few months we would like all children warmly dressed with spare clothes in their 
lockers in case of needing to be changed due to water play, outside activities or messy play. 
Children are so much happier at nursery when they are comfortably dressed with suitable 
footwear which improves their learning and makes for a happier day for everyone. Please 
ensure your child’s footwear are not sandals, crocs or tight-fitting boots. 

The nursery will be off on their ‘London Science Museum Trip’ on Friday 26th November 
2021 and it is lovely to see we will be joined by a few parents for this event. The coach will 
be leaving half an hour later than our usual trips at 10am prompt, so please ensure you 
arrive at the nursery on time before 9:30am if you or your child will be joining us for this 
outing. Again, we must insist on warm and sensible clothing, especially footwear and please 
inform the reception if your child suffers from travel sickness on coaches. There is a letter 
explaining further details for the trip and if you do not receive a letter please ask at 
reception for a copy. 

 



 

Lanterns has now changed the outside lighting in the garden to be brighter and stronger so 
the children can still play outside in the late afternoons. This also improves the parking area 
and all parents must be aware that the darker evenings sometimes makes it difficult to see 
children when driving into the car park, so please be very careful and drive very slowly if you 
are collecting your child by car. Although we do insist children wait for their parents when 
exiting the building, more often than not children run ahead of their parents into the 
carpark, so everyone needs to take care to ensure an accident does not take place which 
would be something we certainly would never wish to happen. 

The nursery has been a very happy school this past year with our team working extremely 
hard to keep a positive attitude, fully onboard in decorating the building at all times for the 
children, who also continually work hard with us with their artwork and input into all the 
planned activities and celebrations on our calendar each month. As the director and 
Manager, I am very proud of my lovely team of nursery workers who continue to lead 
forward into better times ahead, and I am sure you all have noticed their enthusiasm and 
love of childcare and the love of your children. Hats of to the team as we draw close to the 
end of another year which we hope to celebrate with a children’s Christmas party on 
Wednesday 15th December 2021, which at present due to covid-19 worries we are still 
unable to include our lovely parents and families.   

The Lanterns Studio Theatre presented ‘Ballet Nights’ on Saturday 23rd October 2021 which 
received 5 star reviews, presented by our own Project Manager who managed to present a 
fantastic programme of professional classical ballet and contemporary works, and thank you 
to all the parents who supported this event and joined us on this wonderful evening. The 
second Ballet Nights is being planned for March 2022 and further details of this programme 
will be announced shortly. How lovely it was for the artists to perform to a nearly full house 
and the audience certainly did not hold back with their appreciation of watching such 
talented artists. I certainly felt extremely thrilled since building the Studio Theatre, I could 
finally see it being used in the way I had always hoped for, which was a performance space 
as well as a rehearsal area for productions to be brought to Lanterns for local audiences to 
enjoy a varied programme for people of all ages, and hopefully a calendar of these events 
taking place throughout the year. 

We are aware that some parents are taking an early and longer Christmas holiday, and we 
do wish you all a very happy holiday and a Merry Christmas to you and your families. 

We would like to welcome our new parents to Lanterns Arts & Educational Nursery and 
once again thank you for all your support and check out our Lanterns Arts Nursery 
Instagram page which is ‘lanternsartsnursery’ and do also take a look at our websites 
www.lanternsartsnursery.co.uk, www.lanternsschooloftheperformingarts.co.uk, 
www.lanternstudiotheatre.co.uk.  

Janet Viola 
Director/Manager 
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